TOTALITARIANISM   IN   SCHOOLS:   DE   VECCHI   l8l
At the same time a decree was passed empowering the Minister
to issue such orders as might seem necessary for an 'organic
concentration of the institutions of higher education'. The result
of this authority granted to the Minister was the new reform of
the universities of December 1935, which did away with the
principle of freedom of teaching. A plan was worked out, to
which all universities had to submit. All subjects that could be
taught in the universities were decided upon by the Minister
and included in a list which the Minister himself, but not the
universities, could change when the 'need of national culture'
might require it. The universities could ask to have this or that
subject included in the list to be introduced in their curricula,
but it was to be the Minister who decided whether the introduc-
tion was advisable or not. Moreover, the plan laid down strict
rules as to what subjects were indispensable for students of any
university in order to attain the different degrees; the number of
free subjects was determined in detail, so that the choice granted
to each student was very limited.
In this new plan for higher education, all universities, special
schools and institutions were put on one plane. In principle, not
more than one institution for higher education could exist in one
town. This meant that all special schools were to become Facul-
ties of the local university. The Higher Commercial Schools
became commercial Faculties; the Engineering Schools, and other
high technical schools, became Faculties of Engineering etc.; the
Scuole Superiori di Magistero became Faculties of Magtstero; and
so on. In this way many of the differences in organization were
to disappear; the head of the university, e.g., of Rome, was to
have control over institutions which had been previously super-
vised by four or more heads of higher schools; and the Minister
was to keep in touch with the whole field of superior education
through a much smaller number of responsible persons. The
merging of the various institutions for higher education existing
in the same town was started at the beginning of 1936 and was
nearly completed in the same year.
In October 1935 the Minister abolished with a stroke of the
pen all the autonomy still left to the Supervisors of Studies as
regards elementary education. The institution of new schools
or classes, inspections, and the choice of teachers had till then
remained largely with the Supervisors, who acted in their own
name a&d under their own responsibility. The new order deter-
mined that 'all powers hitherto held by the Supervisors are
henceforth held by the Minister, who can delegate other persons
to act in his name in those matters in which he thinks it advisable
to deal through other people*. Although most matters which